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WANT TO GO?

What: Grand opening of The African American
Library at the Gregory School at 1300 Victor
Street

When: Noon -5 p.m Nov. 14

Admission: Free and open to the public

Details: 832-393-1313 or www.Houstonlibrary.
org

The African American Library at the Gregory
School, 1300 Victor St., will have its grand
opening ceremony noon-5 p.m. Saturday, Nov. 14
.

Hellena Stokes, library manager, has been
working for the past three years organizing the
library renovation, which will house local and
regional black history at Houston's first public
school for black pupils. The renovation included
the removal and reinstallation of windows,
cleaning and preservation of bricks and the
transformation to the original 1926 appearance.
Central corridors and stairway handrails have

 been redone to reflect their original appearance.

Stokes is ready to present to the public the
bounty of research material available.

"I think the first thing people will be excited
about is the building, because we've restored as
many things as possible. It will take you back.
We have two classrooms that are set in 1926.
This is not a regular library," said Stokes.

Library archives location

The Gregory School library is a Houston Public
Library archives location that offers non-
circulating materials and computers dedicated
for research on black families and events, said
Stokes.

The staff consists of an archivist, curator,
reference librarians and an imaging technician.

Danielle Burns, curator consultant, compiled
items for the "Moments, Memories and Voices:
Let Us Remember Exhibit" that will be on display
until April 11.

More than 50 photographs from the personal
collection of Earlie Hudnall Jr. and six media
works by Fourth Ward resident, artist and poet,
Naomi Polk, will be part of the exhibit. Burns
said the exhibit covers material from 1969 to the
present.
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 "People are in for a real treat. It's amazing.
These are items that are extremely important
because it's a comprehensive look at African
American Houston," said Burns. Pat Prather,
historical consultant, worked close to two years
collecting papers and photos from private
individuals for the collection. Prather met with
seniors from 40 black churches in the Houston
area, getting articles, mementos, business ads,
invitations and pictures that are one of kind, she
said.

"All of these collectively help researchers tell a
more complete story in Harris County. I love
people, and I've been sitting on porches and
floors talking to seniors in their eighties getting
information. It's been a labor of love. This will
help tell our history," said Prather.

The Phyllis Wheatley High School band, the
North Forest High School ROTC Guard, Fourth
Ward Praise Dancers, Urban Souls Dance
Company and the Shrine of the Black Madonna
musical choir are a few of the performers who
will be part of the celebration. Face painting,
guided tours, giveaways and the opportunity to
meet alumni will be available to visitors.

Details: www.thegregoryschool.org.
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