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Separately, the pair of late-1890's eyeglasses,
fire helmet and school yearbooks may not seem
likely to inspire visits from Houston's public,
people or universities seeking cultural
information, or scholars of black history from
around the world.

But together, as the first of the donations begin
to pour in from black families for the African
American Library at the Gregory School, now
undergoing reconstruction at 1300 Victor St., the
early collection speaks volumes.

Residents are being asked during Black History
Month in February to bring their photographs and
artifacts that shed light on the area's black
history to libraries near the former Gregory
School.

Photographs will be digitally scanned and small
artifacts will be examined from 10 a.m.-1 p.m.
on Saturdays.

Items or their copies will become part of the
library and archive's overall collections.

The library, set to open in September, will be
located inside the former school for mostly black
children. It will tell the tale of the black diaspora

 and development along the Texas Gulf Coast.

Hellena Stokes, library manager, said early
donations are an exciting start. The eyeglasses
were made by a Houston black optometrist
before 1900. Yearbooks from Wheatley High
School are from 1927-2008. Firefighting
equipment belonged to Willis S. Bright, one of
nine black Houston firefighters in the fire
academy's class of 1955.

"We've gotten some interesting artifacts and
documents," Stokes said. "We have a cheerleader
beanie of a (Gregory School) cheerleader from
the 1960s.

"We won't have space for huge artifacts."

Stokes said she expects the existing collection
will be greatly enhanced before the library opens
by the residents' contributions.

Particularly sought are photos from the late
1880s to the present in the categories of
architecture, business, church, diversity
celebrations, family, leisure, love, nature,
organizations, politics, school and sports.

"People have a lot of things sitting in their attics
and in Houston, the humidity is destroying them,"
Stokes said. "We felt that we could go out and
make contact with community members and
have a photo-scanning technician who could
make copies and give people back their
originals, unless they want to donate them."
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Sandra Fernandez, Houston Public Library
spokeswoman, said there are probably valuable
and interesting pieces of history sitting in homes
and businesses all over Houston.

"Because we realize that these items are
precious and they may not want to part with
their originals, we have developed this project as
a way for Houstonians to contribute to the
collection, while holding onto their treasured
photographs and documents," Fernandez said.
She said the scanning project will help the
museum attain its major goal of preserving and
making accessible a unique collection of photos
and documentation of African Americans in the
Greater Houston area.

"To achieve this goal, we need the help of our
community," Fernandez said.

People who want to contribute original photos,
or copies, should make an appointment by
calling Ingrid Grant, senior library service
specialist, at 832-393-1364.

"We will make appointments during those hours,
but walk-ins will be seen as time permits,"
Fernandez said. "We anticipate each
appointment to last about 15-20 minutes."
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