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Timothy O'Brien, left, and Lenwood Johnson call for a more inclusive African American Library at the 
Gregory School. 
 
A handful of activists from Freedmen's Town spent the first anniversary of the African American Library at 
the Gregory School voicing concerns about Houston's first black history and culture library. 
 
Timothy O'Brien, a historian with Gregory Library Watch, a group established in January to monitor the 
activities of the taxpayer-funded public library, said the building at 1300 Victor excludes certain historical 
information. 
 
Activist Lenwood Johnson said, for example, the library won't archive stacks of documents he has from a 
15-year effort to save Allen Parkway Village housing. 
 
Long-standing tension between community activists and elected officials is stunting the growth of the 
archival collection, they said.  
 
"It's all political," O'Brien said. "You go in that Freedmen's Town room and the timeline on the three walls 
stops at 1954." 



The building, once Fourth Ward's Edgar Gregory School, sat vacant for almost 30 years. Transforming it 
into a library took years of struggle and cost more than $11 million in federal grants, as well as library and 
city construction funds. 
 
"Now it's become this archive where all the people in the neighborhood, African-Americans, are not 
welcomed," O'Brien said. "They don't want to hear the low-income black history because it indicts the 
African-American politicians," he said. 
 
At least one historical researcher applauded the library's efforts. 
 
"Before they were beginning to open, they were getting people to bring their history so they could exhibit 
it," said Debra B. Sloan, historical researcher for R.B.H. Yates Museum. 
 
The library does need more visitors and more collections, she added. 
 
"There isn't enough old history," she said. "I have tried to get people (in the community) to talk to (the 
library), but they don't want to. ... Maybe it's too painful. 
 
"They would be willing to take anything anyone gives them. This is the best we can get right here." 
Library visitors such as Gregory School alumnus Charley Earl, 66, said documents are scanned every day. 
"If you bring it, they will scan it and put it in the archives," he said. "Maybe not on ... display, but from 
what I gather that's going to change. They're going to take stuff down and put other stuff up.  
"A lot of history was lost," he said. "It's hard to get a lot of those old documentations." 
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