
Fire sparks grumbles from area residents / HISD property not 
boarded up properly 
 
MELANIE MARKLEY Staff 
 
TUE 10/22/2002 Houston Chronicle, Section A, Page 17 Metfront, 3 STAR Edition 
 
A Sunday night fire in a vacant house owned by HISD has renewed complaints by Fourth 
Ward residents that the district is neglecting property bought to build a new school 
complex in their neighborhood.  
 
But Houston Independent School District officials say a contract will be awarded next 
week to demolish the vacant, dilapidated buildings near the Gregory-Lincoln Education 
Center on West Dallas.  
 
The 43 properties bought by HISD in the Fourth Ward neighborhood west of downtown 
will become the site of a new fine arts complex for students if voters approve an $808.6 
million bond proposal on Nov. 5. The complex would house a new High School for the 
Performing and Visual Arts and a rebuilt Gregory-Lincoln Education Center, which 
offers instruction in the arts for students in kindergarten through eighth grade.  
 
HISD plans to demolish the empty buildings regardless of whether the bond issue passes. 
Meredith Smith, project manager with HISD's bond office, said a contract to do so will be 
awarded next Tuesday. She said the demolition work should begin about mid-November 
and take up to 90 days.  
 
Meanwhile, residents in the area have been complaining that HISD is not properly 
securing the vacant buildings from drug addicts and squatters.  
 
HISD officials said in August that they planned to beef up police patrols in the 
neighborhood. But late Sunday, a vacant house at 1704 Ruthven was damaged by a fire 
that is still under investigation as a possible arson.  
 
Gladys House, a community activist and longtime Fourth Ward resident, charged that 
children in the neighborhood are endangered by HISD's failure to keep vagrants and drug 
addicts out of their buildings.  
"Someone could snatch those children up and pull them into one of those houses and rape 
them and do anything else they want to do to them," she said.  
 
Terrance Ransfer, HISD's executive general manager for maintenance, said the district 
has had limited success boarding up the vacant buildings.  
 
"We board them up, and as soon as we board them up, people take them down again," he 
said. "That's why we have police patrols of the neighborhood now."  
 



Ransfer said he plans to send workers today to put new boards on 10 to 12 homes that 
have been broken into by vagrants. Officials said that five of the homes bought by the 
district are still occupied by residents who have not yet left even though they have 
received eviction notices.  
	  


