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FOURTH WARD / City's brass gets long list of woes 
Thu 12/07/2006 Houston Chronicle, Section ThisWeek, Page 1, 2 STAR Edition 
 
Issues such as crime, racial profiling, historical preservation and infrastructure 
improvements brought out a standing-room-only crowd of Fourth Ward residents to a 
town hall meeting with city officials on Nov. 30 at Allen Parkway Village. While Mayor 
Bill White, City Council members and Houston Police Department officials spoke of 
improvements, many in the audience remained skeptical in a neighborhood that has 
become increasingly divided between old and new residents. The Fourth Ward, also 
known as Freedmen's Town, has seen the construction of government-subsidized housing 
and new townhomes in the last 10 years.  
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Issues	  such	  as	  crime,	  racial	  profiling,	  historical	  preservation	  and	  street	  
improvements	  brought	  out	  a	  standing-‐room-‐only	  crowd	  of	  Fourth	  Ward	  residents	  
to	  a	  town	  hall	  meeting	  with	  city	  officials	  on	  Nov.	  30	  at	  the	  Historic	  Oaks	  of	  Allen	  
Parkway	  Village.	  	  
	  
While Mayor Bill White, City Council members and Houston Police Department brass 
touted improvements, many residents remained skeptical in a neighborhood that has 
become increasingly divided between old and new residents.  
 
Freedmen's Town  
The Fourth Ward, also known as Freedmen's Town, is a neighborhood developed by 
freed slaves after emancipation in the 1800s. In the past 10 years it has seen the 
beginnings of a renovation with the construction of government-subsidized housing and 
new townhomes. White spoke to the crowd and answered questions about the city's plans 
for the neighborhood. "For too long we haven't had the capital improvements and public 
safety protection we deserve in this neighborhood," he said.  
 
White said he visits the neighborhood at least once a month. "I've been working very hard 
to find the funding," he said. He said he wants to see improvements on three fronts: 
capital projects, historical preservation and public safety.  
 
Said White about crime, "It's a high priority for us to make the neighborhood safer." 
White also cited projects the city is working on such as improvements to streets and 
drainage while maintaining as many as possible of the original bricks laid by the freed 
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men, upgrades to local parks and renovations to historic buildings such as the Gregory-
Lincoln Education Center. He said the city wants to preserve buildings such as Bethel 
Baptist Church on Andrews Street, which was burned in 2005, and make it a museum. He 
also wants to preserve some of the original architecture such as the row houses. "If we do 
the improvements that I'm talking about, this will be a more desirable place to live," he 
said. "I cannot guarantee the only people who will move back are the people whose 
parents were born here."  
 
HPD Assistant Chief Michael Thaler spoke of some positive crime trends, but also said 
battling the drug trade in the area is a high priority.  
 
He said from January-October, crime in the Fourth Ward has mostly decreased from the 
same period in 2005. Violent crime (murder, robbery, rape and aggravated assault) is 
down by 8.6 percent, while non-violent crime (burglary, auto theft and theft) is down by 
14.6 percent. Robbery and auto theft are the only areas that increased.  
 
Of the incidents of robbery, about half were narcotics related, Thaler said, where drug 
dealers baited their victims with drugs and robbed them instead. Narcotics is one of the 
major crime issues in the area, Thaler added.  
 
HPD Assistant Chief Brian Lumpkin said the police have recently taken down 127 
dangerous buildings and are working to remove junk vehicles.  
 
	  


