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The collapse of Mount Carmel Missionary Baptist Church 
 
For decades, Freedmen's Town was a thriving enclave of Houston’s African American professionals, 
educators and businessmen, but the Great Depression caused homeowners to lose their properties. This 
Christian community was formed with blood, sweat, tears and love that the citizens had for God and for 
each other.  
 
Many people eventually left Freedmen's Town (http://www.examiner.com/x-58697-Fourth-Ward-
Christianity-Examiner) for other Houston neighborhoods while others stayed and watched as the 
community slid into disrepair. Over the years, architectural artifacts were taken from occupied homes, 
including front porch columns and carved railings off the houses – even while residents were still inside!  
 
Although Mt. Carmel Missionary Baptist Church was established in 1915, it is said that Rev. R. T. 
Bingham, the church’s longtime pastor, used wood from his own lumber yard to build Mt. Carmel’s 
sanctuary in 1940. The two story church building and parsonage were extensively remodeled and bricked in 
1954.  
 
The church had been boarded up for several years. It had become a gathering place for drug dealers and 
prostitutes and the boarded-up windows and overgrown grass had become a haven for transients.  
When residents reported that bricks were falling from the church building and after one of its brick walls 
had given way and collapsed, the City ordered the vacant building be torn down. The brick structure, which 
once stood at the corner of Valentine and Ruthven streets, was deemed unsafe and was demolished by the 
City of Houston in May, 2008.  
 
On January 23, 2010, about 75 worshipers, community members and officials gathered to donate a State 
historical marker at the former site and vacant lot of Mt. Carmel Missionary Baptist Church.    
Underneath the debris is a rich history of Freedmen’s Town’s Christian community.  
 



Mt. Carmel Missionary Baptist Church is yet another church building that our ancestors built with their 
bare hands. 
	  


