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HOUSTON, Texas -- Residents of historic Freedman's Town and Houston police met Thursday night to 
tackle concerns of racial profiling, KPRC Local 2 reported. 

 

 

 
 

 
Courtney Wilson is one of the newer residents of Freedman's Town in the Fourth Ward, but she said she's 
already encountered what some say is an old problem with racial profiling. 
She is African-American and said she has been pulled over coming home late from her job as a social 
worker. 
 
"I don't know if they're going to believe that I'm on my way home, so it just makes me fearful, and after I'm 
fearful I'm angry," Wilson said. 
 
She is not alone. That is why she and several other residents spoke up at a town hall meeting. 
Organizers say the meeting was arranged to address issues of crime and some residents' concern with what 
they say is police harassment. 
 
"We're not going to stop you because you walked across the street or you're riding a bicycle," Acting 
Houston Police Chief Charles McClelland said. "We're going to have probable cause but we're not going to 
back off of strict enforcement when it comes to open air drug dealing." 
 
McClelland said one problem is that profiling has not been widely reported. 
"I think there's a lot of fear when people of color deal with the police," Wilson said. "...because it can go 
bad very quickly with little cause." 
 
The night's meeting was a sounding board for all sides. 
 
Some gave examples of crime and expressed appreciation for extra police presence. Others said the issue of 
profiling was not so much racism as the amount of illegal activity. 
 
After resident Edward Braziel complained about getting stopped by police going to choir practice. Assistant 
Chief John Trevino asked Braziel and his neighbors to help. 



"We need input from you," Trevino said. "We need you to provide us with information and tell us what 
you've seen." 
 
Noelle George also lives in the area she said there is a common goal and that everybody wants "our 
neighborhood to be safer." 
 
She said, "Hopefully, the majority of the instances would be the officers are doing the best they can." 
Wilson said a change in police tactics could result in immediate improvements. Especially in drug hot 
spots. 
 
"Not chasing anyone, just sitting there and having presence there would force that activity to move 
elsewhere," Wilson said. 
 
Police said they would like to have more of these meetings in the future. 
 
The acting chief said if residents are too afraid to file complaints in person they are urged to have them 
notified and mail them in. He said that is the only way they can address problem officers. 
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