
Stories conflict over officers' Taser use / Witnesses say police 
used undue force in arrest of drug suspect 
 
ROBERT CROWE Staff 
 
MON 12/20/2004 HOUSTON CHRONICLE, Section B, Page 5, 3 STAR Edition 
 
Conflicting stories of how police fired a Taser dart at a suspected drug dealer Saturday 
night and then responded to his failing health have emerged between officers and 
witnesses to the incident.  
 
The man was not seriously injured, but Saturday's incident in the Fourth Ward comes a 
month after Houston police officers were issued stun guns. They emit a 50,000-volt 
electrical shock through coiled wires attached to metal darts.  
 
A Houston police spokesman said officers fired a Taser dart at Sylvester Taylor, 24, 
because he did not comply with orders during a scuffle. The incident happened about 
6:23 p.m. at Wilson and Robin.  
 
Police stopped Taylor and another man after an alleged drug transaction, said Lt. Robert 
Manzo, a police spokesman.  
 
"He was resisting officers' commands to stop ... and the officers felt that it was necessary 
to make use of the Taser," Manzo said.  
 
Manzo said Taylor initially ran from police when they approached him. When they 
caught him, he started pushing, and they took him to the ground, Manzo said.  
 
An officer fired a Taser when Taylor "refused to put his hands behind his back and 
attempted to reach for his pants pocket," Manzo said.  
 
Witnesses to the incident said one of about six officers fired the Taser at Taylor seconds 
after the officers wrestled him to the ground.  
 
"As soon as they had him on the ground, they shot him," said Keisha Brooks, a witness. 
"He didn't even have a chance."  
 
Once on the ground, the officer administered up to eight charges of electricity, Brooks 
said.  
 
"They just kept pulling the trigger on that gun," she said. "They didn't need to do that."  
Manzo said the officers discharged the electrical shot just two times to subdue Taylor.  
 
Taylor was not seriously injured, but he was treated at Ben Taub Hospital after he began 
losing consciousness an hour after the incident. Police suspect he became ill after 
attempting to hide illegal drugs by ingesting them.  



After Taylor was subdued, police found 29 grams of crack cocaine - about 35 rocks - and 
$2,000 in cash in his possession. Another man who was arrested without incident nearby 
had about $5,000 in cash but no drugs.  
 
Manzo said officers suspected Taylor had ingested drugs just before they fired the Taser 
dart at him.  
 
After being subdued, Taylor was placed in the back of a patrol car, where he sat for about 
an hour, until someone noticed he was foaming at the mouth and drifting out of 
consciousness.  
 
"That was a sign of ingesting drugs," Manzo said.  
 
Manzo said it is normal procedure for police to contact paramedics when they believe a 
suspect has ingested drugs. According to Manzo, officers initially believed Taylor had 
ingested drugs during the scuffle. However, they did not immediately call for an 
ambulance.  
 
The ambulance finally was dispatched at about 7:40 p.m., but Taylor didn't arrive at Ben 
Taub Hospital until after 8:30. A hospital spokeswoman said Taylor was in fair condition 
early Sunday.  
 
Houston City Council in November approved a five-year, $4.7 million contract to 
purchase 3,700 Tasers. About 500 officers have received them, and the entire police force 
is expected to be armed with them by February.  
 
Police Chief Harold Hurtt called for the Tasers as a nonlethal means of controlling 
suspects. The Phoenix police department experienced a 31 percent drop in fatal police 
shootings after Tasers were introduced there in March 2003. Hurtt was chief there before 
coming to Houston.  
 
Manzo said police officers may use a Taser when they feel it is necessary "to resolve a 
situation in a safe way for everyone involved."  
	  


